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Geraldine abseiled down a 141ft tall building for the Muir Maxwell
Epilepsy Centre.

“

I’ve not personally been affected by epilepsy, but it was
clear that many of those around me had. I’ve taken part in
fundraising before but somehow raising money for the Muir
Maxwell Epilepsy Centre felt different, I felt part of a team.
The abseil took place on a beautiful early Autumn morning.
The views from the top of the David Hume Tower were
amazing and all kitted up with a GoPro attached to my
helmet, I waited nervously. Very unexpectedly I was the
first one called up to going over the edge. With hindsight,
this was probably for the best as I didn’t have much time
to think about backing out! The abseil organisers were
fabulously supportive and before I knew it I was over the
edge and walking down the 14 floors.
I was overwhelmed by family and friends who turned out
(and sent messages of support) so early on a Sunday
morning to cheer me, I could hear them on my descent and
this helped massively. Together with the generosity and
kind words of so many donors, I was incredibly pleased
(and relieved) that I’d done it.
And I was considered a cool mum at the girls’ primary
school, for one day anyway...

The Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre investigates the causes and consequences of
epilepsy. Our mission is to develop the very best treatments for those children
and families affected by the condition. All donations have a profound impact on
the work of the Centre. They can fund a new piece of equipment or a collaborative
visit to another lab, enable the recruitment of bright researchers and much more.

Fundraisers like you have helped us to make great progress in these
key areas:
1. Finding novel causes for epilepsy.
2. Extending knowledge on additional learning and behavioural problems that children
with epilepsy can have.
3. Conducting trials for cannabis extracts for epilepsy.

Our fantastic supporters raised over £6,700 in 2017. This could help
pay for one of the following:
•
•
•

A research assistant to work for 24 weeks.
160 families to participate in our research actively.
One and a half months of work for a specialist epilepsy nurse.

Dear Supporter
Thank you for your interest in fundraising for the Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre.
The Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre investigates the causes and consequences of epilepsy. Our
mission is to develop the very best treatments for those children and families affected by the
condition. All donations have a profound impact on the work of the Centre. They can fund a
new piece of equipment or a collaborative visit to another lab, enable the recruitment of bright
researchers and much more.
I’m Kerry and I’ll be delighted to support your fundraising activity. Please let me know if you’d like
any help or advice with your fundraising plans – you can call me on 0131 650 9221 or email me at
kerry.mackay@ed.ac.uk.
I’m the University’s Community Fundraiser and oversee fundraising for all the University areas
and centres – making community fundraising a fun experience for you and a cost-effective area of
fundraising for both the Centre and the University. The money received through your fundraising
activity will be processed through the University of Edinburgh Development Trust before going
straight to the Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre.
You can turn almost any hobby, occasion or challenge into a fundraising activity. From once-ina-lifetime challenges to small informal events there are countless ways to raise money for the
Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre. Whether you are sporty, creative, entrepreneurial or just up for a
challenge, your contribution and commitment can make a real difference.
I hope that you will fundraise for us and I would love to hear what you decide to do. I will support
and help you with your fundraising challenge or activity and ensure that the money you raise goes
straight to the Centre.
I hope the information in this pack helps you get started and there’s more advice on our website
should you need it. Good luck and please do keep in touch.

Kerry Mackay
Senior Community Fundraising Officer
Direct dial: 0131 650 9221
Email: kerry.mackay@ed.ac.uk
Website: www.ed.ac.uk/fundraise-your-way
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FundraiseYourWay
Twitter: www.twitter.com/UoEFundraising

What will you do?
You can turn almost any hobby, occasion or challenge into a fundraising activity.
From once-in-a-lifetime challenges to small informal events there are countless
ways to raise money for the Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre. Whether you are
sporty, creative, entrepreneurial or just up for a challenge, your contribution and
commitment can make a real difference.
Walk, jog, run…
From a 5k walk to an ultra-marathon – simply find an event to suit your fitness level, register and
set up a JustGiving page at www.justgiving.com/universityofedinburgh. Please remember to opt in
to our charity communications when setting up your JustGiving page.

Obstacle course
If a sponsored run is not your thing, how about taking on an obstacle course? From the foam filled
Gung-Ho Seriously Fun 5k to the hardcore Tough Mudder there’s something for everyone.

Bake sale
Bake Sales are a great excuse to get together with friends, family and colleagues. Enjoy some
delicious home baking along with a cuppa, chat and laughter. A simple and fun way to raise money
for the cause you care about most.

Celebrate
If you have a special occasion coming up or are just looking to get together with friends and family,
why not ask your party guests for donations instead of gifts.

Collection cans
Would your local shop, café or pub have one of our collection cans on their premises? Simply
speak to the venue owner and I’ll send you everything you need to get up and running.

Purple Day
Purple Day takes place each year on 26th March and aims to raise awareness of epilepsy and
there’s a whole host of ways that you can support the Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre on Purple
Day. Instead of a dress down day at work, ask your colleagues to wear purple or host a purple
themed bake sale! Cafes, restaurants and eateries can take part too - add something purple
to your menu and add a small additional cost to this item as a donation to the Centre. We’ll be
delighted to send you some t-shirts and collection cans.

Fundraising Tips for You
It’s wonderful that you are supporting our work - I hope the tips below will make your fundraising
as straightforward and fun as possible, whilst raising the most the Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre.
1. Create a JustGiving page at www.justgiving.com/universityofedinburgh - set an ambitious
fundraising goal and use your story to tell your donors about your fundraising challenge and
why you are raising money for the Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre. Please opt in to our charity
communications when setting up your JustGiving page. This will allow us to let you know how
your donation is helping, invite you to exclusive thank you events, etc.
2. Share the link to your JustGiving page far and wide. You can post on social media: Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram; update your email signature; and make posters for notice boards.
3. Ask your friends and family to spread the word about your fundraising too – they’ll be keen to
help you. And if you let me know your plans I’ll do my best to help spread the word too!
4. Don’t be afraid to ask people more than once to sponsor you. We all need reminding at times
so feel free to mention again that you are fundraising.
5. Ask your employer about matched funding. You may be able to double your donations.
You can count on my support every step of the way. Just let me know your plans and we can
discuss your fundraising activity.
I’d love to hear from you, so please contact me on 0131 650 9221 or email
kerry.mackay@ed.ac.uk.

Getting your money to us
The money received through your fundraising activity will be processed through the University of
Edinburgh Development Trust before going straight to the Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre.
By post
Please fill in the donation form at the end of this pack. If you are writing a cheque, please make
it payable to “The University of Edinburgh Development Trust” and write “Muir Maxwell Epilepsy
Centre” on the reverse of your cheque. Send your donation form to:
Freepost UNIVERSITY REPLY

(Please note, ‘UNIVERSITY REPLY’ needs to be in capitals.)

Online
Visit edin.ac/give and email me at kerry.mackay@ed.ac.uk so I know it is for the Muir Maxwell
Epilepsy Centre.
By phone
Donations can be made by calling me on 0131 650 9221 or 0131 650 2240.
Bank transfer
Donations can be made directly into our Bank of Scotland account via the details below:
Bank of Scotland
300 Lawnmarket
Edinburgh EH1 2PH
Sort code:		
80-02-24
Account number: 00423592
BIC:			BOFSGB21216
IBAN:		
GB32 BOFS 8002 2400 4235 92
Please use your surname in the reference field and email me at kerry.mackay@ed.ac.uk so I know
it is for the Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre.
In person
Pop in to the Development & Alumni Department. I’m in Charles Stewart House, 9-16 Chambers
Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1HT and will be delighted to meet you and thank you in person for your
support.

Donation form
Name (inc title):
Home address:
Postcode:
How did you raise this money? (e.g. sponsored walk / 3 Peaks Challenge / birthday)

.

I have raised a total of £

Your donation method (please tick)
I enclose a cheque made payable to the University of Edinburgh Development Trust.
I enclose a Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) voucher

.

I have paid £
Please debit my card:

Visa

into your bank account using the reference:
MasterCard

UK Maestro

Name on card:

Signature:
Issue no:

Card No:
Date:

D

Eurocard

D

M

M

Y

Y

Start Date (if applic.):

MM Y Y

Expires:

MM Y Y

Gift Aid it
Please reclaim tax on all donation(s) I have made to the University of Edinburgh Development Trust in the past four years, and all
donations I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all of my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility
to pay any difference.
Signature:

Date:

D D M M Y Y

Privacy statement
All personal information is held securely by the University and in accordance with Data Protection Law. We use information about
you because we have a legal obligation to do so, you have provided consent, or we believe it is in our legitimate interest. The data
we hold will be used by the University, or other parties acting under the instructions of the University, for a range of activities. These
include sending publications and information, offering benefits and services, organising events, membership administration and in our
fundraising and volunteering programmes. We do not and will not sell any of your personal information to third parties. We conduct
due diligence and research into the philanthropic interests and means of a limited number of individuals to help decide whether and on
what basis to approach them, and to ensure that our fundraising activity is directed in the most appropriate and effective way. If you’d
like to find out more, you can view our full privacy notice on our website https://www.ed.ac.uk/development-alumni/privacy. If you wish
to update your details or how we contact you, or to opt out of our communications, please email yourdata@ed.ac.uk or write to us at
Development and Alumni, University of Edinburgh, Charles Stewart House, 9-16 Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1HT or call us on
+44 (0) 131 650 2240. If you have requested not to receive further contact through JustGiving, we will not contact you in future about
any of our community fundraising activity.

Stay informed about supporting the University of Edinburgh
We love keeping you up to date about our fundraising activities, how your gift is helping and ways you can support students,
researchers and the University in the future. If receiving this by email or text is appropriate for you, ticking these boxes will enable
us to communicate with you in these ways.
I confirm I am happy for the University of Edinburgh to contact me by:
Email address:

Email

SMS (text message)

Mobile number:

The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336.
The University of Edinburgh Development Trust is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC004307.

Thank You!

Kerry Mackay
Senior Community Fundraising Officer
Fundraise Your Way
The University of Edinburgh

www.ed.ac.uk/fundraise-your-way
kerry.mackay@ed.ac.uk
0131 650 9221
FundraiseYourWay
UoEFundraising

